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FOR TAX ADMINISTRATION

DATE:  10/01/2007


(700)-140     Legal Citations

140.1   Bluebook Form.
Legal material cited in Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) documents should generally be cited according to proper “Bluebook” form.  The Bluebook contains the uniform system of citation commonly used in U.S. legal writing.  Using “Bluebook” form will help ensure that legal sources in all TIGTA materials are cited according to a uniform citation system and that readers will be able to locate cited legal sources easily.

140.2   Statutes.
Certain statutes TIGTA components frequently cite are listed below with their current citations.  Cites to statute sections should be in the following format:  “title U.S.C. § relevant section number (date)”.  According to the Bluebook, the date to be used for statutes depends on the source being cited.  It states:

When citing a bound volume of the current official or unofficial code, provide parenthetically the year that appears on the spine of the volume, the year that appears on the title page, or the latest copyright year – in that order of preference.  If the date on the spine or title page spans more than one year, give all of the years covered.  If the volume is a replacement of an earlier edition, use the year of the replacement volume, not the year of the original ….  When citing a provision that appears in a supplement or pocket part, give the year that appears on the title page of the supplement or pocket part.  If there is none, give the latest copyright year of the supplement or pocket part.  In either case, if the date spans more than one year, give all years included ….  To cite material that appears in both the main volume and a supplement or pocket part, give both years ….  Other dates (such as the date on which an act becomes effective) may also be given parenthetically ….

Rule 12.3.2.  So, for example, 26 U.S.C. § 32 (2000) is a citation to section 32 of the Internal Revenue Code, which is Title 26 of the United States Code, the compilation of all federal statutes.  A provision of the Internal Revenue code, however, may also be cited simply as “I.R.C. § ##.”  Note that no date need be used when using this cite form for current versions of the Code.  

140.3   Treasury Regulations.
The Bluebook rules regarding Treasury Regulations provide that, if the regulation cited has never been amended, give the year of promulgation and cite without source.  (Often the regulation will contain some indication about its history and whether it has ever been amended.)  If the regulation cited is a temporary regulation, that fact must be indicated.  Thus, for example, Treas. Reg. § 1.72-16(a) (1963); Treas. Reg. § 39.23(p)-3 (1953); and Temp. Treas. Reg. § 1.338-4T(k) (1985).  Note that no date need follow cites to Treasury Regulations currently in effect.

If any subsection of the regulation has been amended or for some other reason the regulation has appeared in substantially different versions, give the year of the last amendment and cite without source.  The same form should be followed even if the particular subsection cited has never been amended:  Treas. Reg. § 1.61-2(c) (as amended in 1995).

When the fact that the regulation has been amended is relevant to the discussion, include the source of the amendment:  Treas. Reg. § 1.61-2(c) (as amended by T.D. 8607, 1995-36 I.R.B. 8).

Cite proposed Treasury regulations to the Federal Register:  Prop. Treas. Reg. § 1.704-1, 48 Fed. Reg. 9871 (1983).

140.4 List of Commonly Cited Acts.  The citations listed below are for use when referencing the Act in its entirety.  They will need to be adapted when the citation is for a specific section of the Act.  See supra § 140.2.

· Age Discrimination in Federally Assisted Programs Act, 42 U.S.C.A. §§ 6101-6107 (West 2003).

· Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 (ADEA), 29 U.S.C. §§ 621-634 (2000).

· Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), 42 U.S.C. §§ 12101-12213 (2000).

· Bank Secrecy Act, Pub. L. No. 91-508, 84 Stat. 1114 to 1124 (1970) (codified as amended in scattered sections of 12 U.S.C., 15 U.S.C., and 31 U.S.C.).  Regulations for the Bank Secrecy Act, and other related statutes, are 31 C.F.R. 103.11-103.77 (2007). 

· Chief Financial Officers Act of 1990, Pub. L. No. 101-576, 104 Stat. 2838 (codified as amended in scattered sections of 5 U.S.C., 31 U.S.C., and 42 U.S.C.). 

· Civil Rights Act of 1964, Pub. L. No. 88-352, 78 Stat. 241 (codified as amended in scattered sections of 2 U.S.C., 28 U.S.C., and 42 U.S.C.).

· Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA), Pub. L. No. 93-406, 88 Stat. 829 (codified as amended in scattered sections of 5 U.S.C., 18 U.S.C., 26 U.S.C., 29 U.S.C., and 42 U.S.C.).

· Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 15 U.S.C. §§ 1601 note, 1692-1692o (2000).

· Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR), 48 C.F.R. pts. 1-53 (2006).

· Federal Managers’ Financial Integrity Act of 1982, 31 U.S.C. §§ 1105, 1113, 3512 (2000).

· Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C.A. § 552 (West 2007).

· Government Performance and Results Act of 1993 (GPRA), Pub. L. No. 103-62, 107 Stat. 285 (codified as amended in scattered sections of 5 U.S.C., 31 U.S.C., and 39 U.S.C.).

· Inspector General Act of 1978, 5 U.S.C.A. app. 3 (West 2007).

· Internal Revenue Code (I.R.C. or Code):  In citations to the Internal Revenue Code, “26 U.S.C.” may be replaced with “I.R.C.”  A provision of the Code may be cited as “I.R.C. § ##.”  Note that no date need be used when using this cite form for current versions of the Code.  However, when reference is made to a prior version of the Code, a date must be used.  When reference is made to the entire Code, a legal citation is not required.  For example, the statement “The Internal Revenue Code contains all the laws related to the payment of taxes in the United States,” does not require a legal citation. 

· Internal Revenue Service Restructuring and Reform Act of 1998 (RRA 98), Pub. L. No. 105-206, 112 Stat. 685 (codified as amended in scattered sections of 2 U.S.C., 5 U.S.C. app., 16 U.S.C., 19 U.S.C., 22 U.S.C., 23 U.S.C., 26 U.S.C., 31 U.S.C., 38 U.S.C., and 49 U.S.C.).

· Omnibus Taxpayer Bill of Rights (TBOR), Pub. L. No. 100-647, 102 Stat. 3730 (1988) (codified as amended in scattered sections of 5 U.S.C. and 26 U.S.C.).

· Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C. § 552a (2000).

· Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Pub. L. No. 93-112, 87 Stat. 355 (codified as amended in scattered sections of 15 U.S.C., 20 U.S.C., 29 U.S.C., 36 U.S.C., 41 U.S.C., and 42 U.S.C.).

· Tax Reform Act of 1986, Pub. L. No. 99-514, 100 Stat. 2085 (codified as amended in scattered sections of 16 U.S.C., 19 U.S.C., 25 U.S.C., 26 U.S.C., 28 U.S.C., 29 U.S.C., 42 U.S.C., 46 U.S.C., and 49 U.S.C.).

· Taxpayer Bill of Rights 2 (TBOR2), Pub. L. No. 104-168, 110 Stat. 1452 (1996) (codified as amended in scattered sections of 26 U.S.C.).

· Taxpayer Bill of Rights 3 (TBOR3), Pub. L. No. 105-206, 112 Stat. 726 (1998) (codified as amended in scattered sections of 26 U.S.C.).

· Taxpayer Browsing Protection Act, 26 U.S.C.A. §§ 7213, 7213A, 7431 (West Supp. 2006).

· Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997, Pub. L. No. 105-34, 111 Stat. 788 (codified as amended in scattered sections of 5 U.S.C., 19 U.S.C., 26 U.S.C., 29 U.S.C., 31 U.S.C., 42 U.S.C., and 46 app.).

· Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (discrimination based on sex or blindness), 20 U.S.C.A. §§ 1681-1688 (West Supp. 2006).
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